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on the night of October yth he lost one of his finest and
most promising officers. Major the Hon. C. Cocks,* to whom
he was greatly attached. This upset him badly, and when
on the 'morning of the 8th he visited Fred Ponsonby's room,
as was his custom, for an early morning chat, he could not
bring himself to speak but walked about in painful silence.
" At last he opened the door and said as He went out, c Cocksf
was killed last night.' ' * *

" I think I never saw Lord W. so affected as he was at
Cocks's death . . ."2 wrote Thomas Sydenham to Henry
Wellesley. And at the funeral, which the Commander-in-
Chief attended in person, " the painful expression of his
countenance was so marked, that no one . . . presumed to
approach him." 3

Lord Wellington's efforts before Burgos continued until
October 2ist, when news from Hill that the armies of King
Joseph and Soult were marching towards him, caused the
Commander-in-Chief to raise the siege and hurry south.

It was a bitter disappointment :

I felt severely [he wrote to Lord Bathurst] the sacrifice I was obliged
to make. Your Lordship is well aware that I never was very sanguine
in my expectations of success in the siege of Burgos . . . but it appeared
to me, that if we should succeed, the advantage to the cause would be
great, and the final success of the campaign would have been certain.4

And so instead of standing triumphant on the hill of
victory. Lord Wellington turned to face that most melancholy
of military prospects, retreat after failure.

1 Mitford Recoltectwnsy British Museum Add. MS. jzSyz, folio 227+
* Supp. Despatches, Vol. P7I> p. 4$$*
$ Tornkmson, p. 213.                     * Dispatches^ Vol. IX, p. 5zo.
* Major the Hon. Charles Somers Cocks of the i6th Light Dragoons.
A magnificent outpost officer who reciprocated Lord Wellington's
sentiments, always showing complete confidence in his Chief, and from
die first standing up against the 'croakers* in the army.
t In tfce MitfoniMSS. it is spelt Cox.   The correct spelling is given
above to avoid confusion,
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